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Armageddon, or what Is loft of It,

reconvenes lit Chicago. If tin
great trader of the cinbutlleil host Is

absent from the gathering, tho reason
Is well understood by tin Hull .Moose

lesions ns well us by the rc- -t of tho
world, TiiioDoRt: Kooslvm.t Is not lit
this time In iHillilos. lie Is ,for tho
moment n private citizen of the prl-ato-

sort. We nro not disposed to
regard thh somewhat tiutiMial pbenomo-noi- l

ns evidence of extinction or even of
total eclipse; It seems to partake inoro
of tho character of elllclctit prepared-
ness. Our own unsolicited opinion, n

private opinion of tho prlvatcst sort, Is

that Colonel Kooslvllt's nest reappear-

ance will he In the old familiar ac,t of
Issue-snatchin- the victim once more,

us m many times lefore, holnj; the un-

fortunate Mr. W. J. Hkyan.
We venture the prediction that the next

Miulchoihlssiii hy which Colonel Hoosk- -

i:i.r Is to protlt politically at the ex-- 1

pease of .Mr. Hkya.n will he the enact-

ment of l'rohlhltlon in tho fundamental j

law hy means of an iiinendiiieiit of the.
Uedcral Constitution.

The Chaotic Utiles of War.
It Is suggested that belligerents not

now bound hy the provisions of the
series of llfteeu conventions frnnusl at
Tho Hague In 1H07 tuny nevertheless
Ik subject to the provisions of (lie ear-

lier convention of 1M:, "With Kespect
to the Iiiws and Customs of War on
Land." The earlier convention was rati-
fied hy (lerinaiiy. Austria. Uelglum,
I'm net-- . Great Britain, Portugal, Servla
uiid Ittissin, inn not hy Turkey.

Il Is therefore hold that up to tho
time of Turkey's entrance Into tho war
tho rules of iho convention of IS! m wero
operative and binding, even If those if
1!Mi7 wore not : and this because the
Convention IV. of l'.KVT, which rephiced
nnd otherwise suspended the corre-
sponding convention of isnn. explicitly
declared in Its fourth article:

"Tho convention of lSl'9 remains lit
force as between the Powers which signed
It ami which do not also ratify tho pres-
ent convention."

In other wonts it Is held that al-

though I he new treaty U Impotent
under tho present circumstances to im-

pose its own refutations upon the
it js nevertheless potent to

Tltallr.e and rolmposp n former code,
otherwise obsolete.

Is there wonder that we should de-

scribe the present condition of the Rules
of War as one of chaos?

Even If the treaty which Frnnce and
Uelglum dlil not accept were In fact
capable of relmpolug on Trance nnd
I'.olgluin and all the rest of the bolllg-vent- s

tho provisions of tho former
ticrooinent, what would ho the practical

MffTect on the situation as It concerns
this nation's responsibility or duty as
one of the parties to both conventions
of The Hague?

The first convention of The Hague
regarding the laws and customs of war
on land contains nothing to prohibit tho
violation of neutral territory, such ns
that of I,ue'mbiirg or Itclgltim.

It contains nothing soelleally pro-
hibiting the throwing of bombs from
airships. A special convention on that
wihject expired by the terms of the con-

vention ItM'lf on .Inly tin, 1!0.
The only basis in the earlier conven-

tion of is'.i!. were It Mill regarded as lir
force, for a protest by our liovernment
In any of the matters concerning
which our tiovernmi'iit Is urged hy
welt meaning but Injudicious persons to
interfere. Is found In these general pro-
visions about bombardment ;

"ARTiri K XXV.
--rne att.ick or lmMtbarilMK-n- t of towns,

Hai;et, habitations or InilMlitKS which
tire not defended Is prohibited.

"autici.k xtvt.
"TUi cnmiii.indi r of an attacking force,

itforo comiiiciu'ltiK a humtMrdtm nt, ex-

cept In vino of an ass.iult, shoulj ilo alt
ii can to warn the, authorities.

"AltTICI.B XXVII.
"In ileues and lionibardments all neves.

ary Hem should tin taken to spare as far
8 possible, edillces ilivuttil to religion,
rt eenco and chnilty, hospitals and

places where tin-- nk-- and wounded ara
collected, provided they an not used nt
tha hAina ttino for iiiillt.u y purpores "

All tho present belligerents except
Turkey wero parties to the earlier n

containing those, rules. Hut
these rules merely represent tha com- -

ou law of xrarfuro as recogulzcd by

civilized nations without refftrd to the
conference at The Hague. The enact-
ments at Tho Hague In l&HU hy no
means revolutionized tho ethics of wa--fa- re.

Nearly thirty years earlier, for
example, the Ocrmans lu besieging
Slrassbiirg and Itelfort allowed the
women, the children ntid the sick to
leave the besieged places. Tho (plot oil
provisions regarding bombardment
were not lutended to cover aerial pro-
jectiles, for that subject, as we havo
shown, was dealt with In n separate
convention. The provision regarding
notltlcatlon was generally observed long
before the first conference at The.
Hague. Article XXVII., as Orrr.x-i- l

KIM remarks, merely "enacts the
hitherto customary rule." "So legal
duty," continues this authority, "exists
for tho attacking forces to restrict bom-
bardment to fortifications only. On the
contrary, destruction of private and
public buildings through bombardment
has always been and Is still considered
lawful, as It Is one of the means to im-

press upon the authorities the advisa-
bility of surrender." Again, the same
authority :

"Soma wrtten assert either that bom
bantmcnt of the town. In contradistinction
to the fortifications, la never lawful, or
that It Is only lawful when bombardment
of the fortifications has not resulted In
Inducing surrender. Hut this opinion
does not represent the actual practice of
belligerents, and the Hague regulations do
not adopt It,"

We hojie that It Is becoming plain t)
American common sense thnt our Oov- -

eniment has no duty nnd no call to
make the "protest" that Is by some
well Intending souls tso clamorously
demanded.

Open the) Hand Now!

We take It for granted that the for-

midable task to he accomplished by

humane and sensible men in the relief
of the wnrkless and the unfortunate
this winter Is understood by all. The
coincidence of distress In Europe nnd
Industrial depression here have pro-

duced conditions of'want and suffering
Hint, if not unprecedented, are unpar-

alleled In the experience of most of us.
They appeal not less to the reason
than to the conscience, nnd It Is In-

conceivable that any man not cursed
with a mlor's heart has withheld his
decision to help, to the last extremity
of his means, in their palliation.

Such being the case, the disposition
to help being firmly based on a realiz-

ation of the great need that exists,
every counsel of wisdom, prudence nnd
humanity urges that those who can as-

sist should assume their privilege of
obligation, not nt some future date, not
at the last allowable moment, but In

tho present hour, while the possibility
of prevention still exists, and the mere
sustenance of demoralization Is not the
sole practicable end to be attained. Nor
should It he overlooked that the earlier
the habit of giving Is established the
larger the gifts will be. Once the prac-

tice of sharing a surplus with those
who have nothing Is Indulged In the
elasticity of the pocketbook a
matter of profound amazement and sin-

cere gratitude.
Temiorary contraction of the fingers

Is withholding from the channels of
charity y a large sum already d

for its purposes. Those lingers

should be relaxed, and tho hands that
It Is designed eventually to open should
bo distributing their succor now.

The Choristers of .fosephus.
It Is painful to tliid tho U'ord asking

this satirical and ungenerous question:
"Why should a navy that has Joerem's

Daniki.s for a Secretary want to sing?"

There are a thousand good reasons.
The Josephlau navy Is "the world's
greatest university.'' What Is n col-leg- o

without lis song? llesldes, grati-
tude for the educational privileges be-

stowed should Inspire those fortunate
pupils. And .loHiTiirH was known In
his own State ns "the Hard of mow-
ing Itock" years before he was

Into the Cabinet ns a recognized
naval export on account of his knowl-
edge of tar. Under such n choirmaster
can the choir Ik mute? Ho Is himself
one grand Kweet song; nnd inevitably
rouses echoes in tho service. If the
students of Water University may not
strike up "Tlpperary," why don't they
practise Joskphps's own Immortal
linos:

"Under the gamdeboo
I dream, sweet love, of you.

Tor my soul Is cryln' for Obi Hu.i, Hryan
Under the g.imdeboo!"

And an Improving son-hor- ditty be-

gins, hymnlike and solemn:
"The wicked arts of war to reap

Let other navlra know ;

You build sebonlhouses on the deep,
JOBrniUB, (i, our Jon!"

Tho nary will and must slug "It's a
Long Way to North Carolina."

One Hoy Dead and One In a Cell,
Somebody equips a nice little boy

with n nlcu little rltle quite capable of
killing. Tho little hoy goes out play-
ing with two other llftle boys and some-
thing terrible happens. The little boy
has llnsl off his gun and another lmy
has fallen dead with a bullet In his
small loily.

Now the nice mile boy Is in Jn,
having been taken there, according to
tho nowspaK'fs, shackled to it burly
lohlicr. Ho Is In a pitiful slate of tear-
fulness and terror. He is said to lie
only ten years old and there Is u great
public outcry over locking him up.
Every one seems to think It Inhuman
cruelty except the father of the boy
who Is dead. Ho Is looking at the case
from a different angle.

Perhaps It In foolish and cruel to
lock up it boy of leu under such circum-
stances, hut, assuredly, some one ought
to bo locked up. The boy It may well
be assumed had no malicious purpose
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In firing the fatal shot; he bad prob-
ably no Intention whatever beyond that
of making a noise. He says he aimed
Into tho air, and n cotnrado corroborates
his story. True, he aimed badly, hut
then he Is only a hoy of ten.

Who then ought to ho the prisoner In
this case? Who Is really responsible
for tho young life that has been sacri-
ficed so uselessly, go wantonly? Is It
not the Incredibly rash and criminally
reckless Hrson who nrmed a hoy of ton
with n little rifle, capable of killing,
and sent him out to play with It?

The New Policy of Hoping for
the Host.

All that comes out of Mexico lit these
daya of reconstruction hy Irreconclluhlo
elements Is obviously not news, hut tho
State Department nt Washington ac-

cepts ns nuthentlo the report of Consul
Canada thnt the railroad from Vera
Cruz to the city of Mexico Is In-

definitely out of commission. Of special
significance Is the fact that the State
Department makes this official com-

ment upon the Intelligence:
"No hope Is entertained that railway

communication will "bt better for many
months to come, on account of the fact
that the railway lines are controlled by
different factions and are In constant dan-
ger of destruction."

And Vera Cruz was evacuated only
n week ago !

Gone must le the faith In the pro
gressive movement In Mexico which
was to establish a democratic govern-
ment ujion the bedrock of social Justice.
History Is repeating Itself down there,
but whereas In former times of turbu-
lence the leaders aspiring to political
control were men of education, whether
soldiers or not, now the most HiwerfiiI
protagonists but lntely were outlaws
with prices on their heads, men as illit-
erate and unstable as they are ambi-
tious and cruel.

Meanwhile Mexico Is closed to Amer
icans nnd Europeans, indefinitely close!,
no matter what their rights and
terests nre. And some day these rights
will have to be recognized and these
Interests liquidated by a responsible
Government, lint when? Patience on
a monument can return no answer.

Admiral .Maliaii.
In tho late Aliri.d Tuamh Maiian

sea iKwer had Its ablest historian and
expositor. He Inherited from his father,
a professor at West Polut, a clciitlnY
mind, and although he served the regu-

lar details afloat his greatest usefulness
to the navy and country was as a theo-
retical strategist. Admiral Maiian was
as highly honored for his groat knowl-
edge and his authoritative Judgment lu
lmdon, Iterlln and Paris as In Wash
ington. He was really tho first writer
on naval matters to recognize tho full
liiitHirhiiiiv of se.i tuiwor ns m

'In warfare. Ilo proved ills case bv
historical Illustrations that hud W'n
more or less negleet.sl. ,he Kusso- -

.la pa nose war. and particularly In the,
Spanish war. tho world roali.isl in what

.measure sea power could be deoM ...

and his triumph was complete.
! Admiral Maiian was lu tho prime of

'

his usefulness as president of the Naval... ',,ar College at Newport, and ofhVers
were lonuuaio wno sat uuuer ills m-- 1

structlons. He lived to see perhaps the
greatest ilenionst rat Ion of Iho soundness
of his theories In tho ability of England

I to sweep the commerce of Germany
e. l I.. .. Ilimn iue in jiii--ii- i iiu nun
practically ImiI.'Uo her.

It was not the least title of Admiral
Maiin to the gratitude of his country
that ho steadily advocated tho expati- -

slon of the navy to prepare for the
maintenance of the policies to which the1
tuition is irrovooaiuy commitieti

Fortunately the tax on telephone calls
as It applies only to thoe costing IK

cents or upward will affect a relatively
small ntmihcr In this cltv. but within

I Its limitations It promises to be a thor-
oughgoing nuisance. It seems to havo
every evil feature that can apply to a
tax. It Is In tho nrijnrlty of eates ex- -
tortlnnalely high. It Is a 'hindrance and
burden upon a common of
life. It Is difficult to collect the Go-
vernment merely pushing the difficulty
on to other shoulders. It will be difficult
nnd expensive to verify the accuracy of
the returns: Indeed, If this be done
literally, It will probably cost almot n--s

much to check up the tax due as the
tax Itself will produce. The Impost as a
whole Is vexatious and futile, nn unre-
deemed blunder.

When Sir EnNEST SincxurroN made
the sacrifice of turning Ms back upon
the,var to pursue his Antarctic explora-
tions. It might have been hoped that
good fortuno would reward his efforts.
It Is certainly a bitter chance that de-

feats hlm at the very outset by a labor
obstruction In which he flios no concern
or Interest.

There can be no doubt that New
York remains cosmopolitan In the mat-
ter of It.s amusements, and altogether
neutral. Dramas nro nightly acted In
French and German nnd opera In to lie
heard every week In German, Italian
nnd French. And th-e- i artistic offer-
ings are received by our grateful pub-
lic without discrimination.

It titieil to be, thought difficult enough
for the public to tell In what particular
theatres the plays which It wanted to
see might bu staged. Certainly it Is
not mndo'nny clearer to thmtregoers
when the. different plays are suddenly
transferred from one tlwatro to an-

other, Hut that Is only another phase
of the complicated showmanship of the
day. The corneratonej of tho show-
man's plan nowadays seems to b tho
conviction that when a pl'iy possesses
the qualities which tho public desires
It must conquer all obstacles.

Conservative estimates of tho sire, of
the Austrian army, 'based on reports
of the number of soldiers raptured by
the Itusslan armies, Indicate that It en-

tered tho war with not lews than 60,000,-00- 0

men In IL ranks.

Vit.t.A Insists he will not he President,
ll'iKtllnr.
Determined to tieat the hoodoo' When

It's all over nobody will bo able to deny
the excellent quality of horse sense to
the doughty rebel leader. Were It not
for his unquestlonabli) lighting spirit a
pleasant parallel might be drawn be-

tween I'anciio and Sanciio, the Inimita-
ble squire of the Immortal Don, Gross

and oleaginous, dull eyed nnd stubbly,
but with a Jolly zest of life that no

can dull and a simple shrewd-
ness that Ignorance falls to adulterate,
tho Mexican peon llko tho Spanish peas-
ant Is never out of tho picture though
not always quite in tho frame. Ho may
sometimes peom incongruous to tho
poltft of lmposslbllty, but always at the
right moment ho t,avcs tho situation by
some flash of wit, of insight Into tho
realities of things. Is I'anciio Villa to
havo his own dusty nlchu In history aa
tho ono wlso man who could bo Presi-
dent of Mexico but wouldn't?

What's In a name, indeed? The an-
swer to Juliet's fan."tts conundrum is
apparently, "Vibrations," and their
special function Is setting up dlscotds
In C flats and H flats all sorts of flats,
Including Harlem Hats, Tho trouble be-

tween the Montagues and Capulcts was
simply vowels out of tune.

It seems likely that In spite of Gov-
ernor Hunt's bitter tlk be will find n
way to mltlgato the Arizona hanging
tragedy before December Id, the ap-
pointed date. His Htudy of the evidence
n somo or all of tho cn-se-s which keeps

him up lato o' nights gives ground for
tho hope that ho will seo reasons for
clemency In at least u few cases. Per
haps tho fact that somo of the con
demned have been kept olive on hope
olnce 19U may help the Governor to lie
merciful. In tho meantime his wild
charges that big corporations and capi-
talists exerted their Influence to defeat
tho I:11 nbollshlng hanging not because
they believe In tho death penalty but
out of splto toward him does less than
Justlco to his Intelligence.

ih:xii:i!
Mrerrtary Ilrjan's I'rlentH llcsent a

Cruel .slander!
Al.KXANlialA, Va., Dece.mler 1. Pec-- ,

rotary Hryan'a friends In Washington
and how largo their number Is only
those who have studied the payroll of
tho United States Government know
bitterly resent the slanderous attacks
that aro now being mado on him. They
feel that a mean conspiracy Is attempt- -
Ing to undermine the affection of the
nation for him, with tho ultimate oh- -

or retiring mm to pnvuto we. oi
prospect they cannot contemplate with- -
out acute patriotic alarm.

1fni-- f.ir fhia Hnl LIa le.li-li- a

against Secretary Hryan will go to ac
complish Its object, these friends of the
Secretary say. Is evidenced by a single
Incident, the circulation of a report con
cerning his relat.ons with Ilepresenta-tlv- o

McGuire of the First Nebraska dis-

trict, who was defeated for reelection
on November 3.

Stripped of all extraneous sugges-
tions and Immaterial elrcumlocut.ons,
this report definitely and categorically
charge Itrytn with hav.ng
contributed a cheek for L'3 to th cam-
paign fund of Mr. IcGuire, which Mr.
McGuiro returned.

Secretary llryan's friends assert that
no person acqua.nted with the Secre-tar- y

and Informed ms to his habits
would give credit for an Instant to such
a preposterous tale; but they confess
that ther. may lw some who, through
Ignorance or a predisposition to believe
evil of men In public life, may conoelv- - I

al,'.y ''V,"1 "
To the fr , ends of Secretary,rnn nl oul M ,Ui.h a)i (,,,, , , cmi.,trnt r,.rril ,)f h,

whole public and private life, that it 1.1

beyond reason that at this late day,
when h Is thoroughly confirmed la the
lll,,,,s '" ll'4S laboriously built up for,

m!"'(- - should depart so vin --uiyi
from the practices that have contributed
matrrny , ha flime. atl(, ,ltl.ly ,. ,

to bellevo Secretary Hryan of so
extravagant an Indiscretion it must tie
assumed that he has taken leave of his

'"M- - How unfounded this suspicion
' ' "

, V , .,"
' ' -

convince himself by Inqu.ry directed to
the Secretary's linkers.

Confident that Secretary nryan Is
guiltless of conduct so Injudicious as
offering to give $;." to anybody, many
" ",s r" "uf M,"""
silence the slander for all time by open- -
,, ,,, , tll f,

iti -

mitten or by Inviting the Interstate
Commerce, Commission to examine his
receipts and expenditures over a eerles
of years, Such an examination, the
trletids of Secretary Hryan hold, would
lear h.m of suspicion, even In the most

prejudiced mind. It Is p.i,ni.-- nut that
excursion tickets for Secretary llryan's
lectures aro frequently sold by railroads
engaged In Interstate commerce, and
that he Is therefore subject to tho

of that body.

"TIVPI'.HARY I on TMIS.
A ev Jersey Poet Unites the Ming

l.re.
To the EntToR or The Son .Sir.- It

seems an awful pity that President Wi-
lsons neutrality notions should debar the
sailors at Newport from the pleasure of
singing "Tlpperary" with lis line swinging
lilt. Couldn't thev lm pet mltled to sup-
plement the words with something like
this:
It's a lonr way to rhlojo,

Ami n lonr w.-i- to N-- w York.
It's a lonr way to San Kraneliro.

And I'll rather ride than IV.
Oood-b- y to the ltouery.

flood-li- y Herald fiuare,
It's a lonr, long distance down to llro.idway

And my heart's right thre.
These words seem to fit and to have

alsiut as much appropriateness as the
original. I.. G. Eihiar.

Nuti.kt, N. J-- , December I

Ciinelllslolle.
To Tim r.WTOR or Tn Srx Sir. The

"Honest nieitlnn Linn" moves mo to
(uik, Why not T

To r,et to th thought I htv In mind,
"III nn plcni-- give yniir eonrluslnns on
proportional rpreentatlon and the .short
hullotT

I noted something a hlls .inn atiout
minus voting A toke. of rmirse, but It
seems to stick. Willliw HTSCUu:illl.

Nrwnrii'iH, November 30.

Tlueo hundred and more eystems of
"proportional representation" had been de.
vised when the Eucyclop.edU llruauvea
went Into Its latist edition, and a Tin-Su-

has not yet satlslled Itself as to tie
virtues of four of them It has rmtralni--
Its natural desire to reach u conclusion
with resepo! of this subject.

The Sun's Inclination toward a short
ballot Is recorded In It WIHUcece-sfu- l efTott
to prevent the lengthening of the ballot
bv adding thereto candidates for the
United Sla.es Senate.

Minus voting a Joke? Nothing of the
sort' Would It not mid greatly ti the
difllcultli's of tn. lilting and counting the
ballots and dctet mining Hie lesult, thus
exactly meeting the demands uf those who
nro responsible for our election laws?

In the Sorth American Hrilrin fur Iiecein-he- r

wir articles ire.,inilii.ite, ir lleinh.ird
Hamburg writing mi (jeriu.no, A. ( de
LupradelU en llelcliim, C llnrievid on
Switzerland, IL A Miller on Ilohetnla nnd
Poland, I', II Slierilll on mediation and
peace and H lilimk-- ' on the il ess The e.
tor eomnients on tho November e:, tln
and Mli.t TarheJI ,11 ti.ii i It In relmt.n, L)
woman fcurfrage, V It. (apes writes nbu-i- i

th unempUij ml, W D llnueltn writes about
some new novels he has read and fir A
QuUKer-Ouc- h cswrrhiuea kla crttlclsm of
"Macbsth."

CHAOS i in: hulks ov war.
('enersl Interest In the Question of the

Vitality of the llnguo Content Ions.
To tub Kditob op The Sun Sir:

Though disagreeing with you about the
causes of the present war, I want to say
that ono of your editorial nrllctos Is worth
a carload of articles from tho aver.ig
American publicist or professor! for In-

stance, your nrtlcles on the Hngue con-
vention, us over against the large Instal-
ment of what they did not know on that
subject furnished by far ltoosevelt, Judge
Holt, Mr. llacon and the professors, ad
nauseam. M. II. C, llnoMitACHER.

New YonK, November 30.

The Face of the Clock.
To tub Kditor or Tun Sun Sir: In-

ferring to my letter published In Titu Hxiu
of November 2D and your comment at the
end, tho lust paragraph reading!

It Is unneceonry to scrutinize the face et
the clock to test the force of this technical
plea. Clearly at tin time of the Oerman
Invadon Kervla wai already a belllcerent;
and Servla wu not a party to Convention V.

On this point I desiro to say that no'.- -
withstanding Austria-Hungar- y und Kervla
were at war, neither of them had declared
war upon any other nation, nor had any
other nation declared war upon them, and
their war was apart and separato In Us
legal status from the question of Ger-
many's violation of the treaty.

Kven though It be recognized that the
Immediate cause of the outbreak of the
general war now existing was Austria's
declaration of war against .Servla, the
actual facts to be taken Into considera-
tion as to who wero belligerents at the
time of Germany's violation of tho treaty
can only relate to the nations upon which
Germany had declared war or which had
declared war upon Germany.

In conclusion, permit me to say that
"the face of the clock" has many times
been called Into existence to determine
Important legal questions.

t am njt a lawyer, nor have I dis-
cussed or taken advice on this question
from any lawyer. Can you say as much?
I suggest, now that we as laymen have
reached the question of technicalities, that
your nrtleles of November 24 and "S,
my letters of corresponding dates and
your iiiinments thereon. Including this
letter, be placed before some lawyer whose
knowledge of International law Is of na-
tional repute and that you publish his
opinion, If you can obtain It, for the
bonettt of your readers. K. O. DvraNT.

I'liti.APKi.ritiA, November 30.

This very estimable correspondent, who
t ikes his controversial status so seri-
ously, Is referred to tho treatises on
ntcrnntlonal law for the correction of

b.s notion that a declaration of war la
a nece.-s.ir- y prerequisite of ia condition
of belligerency. For the mitigation of
.us perhaps excessive respect for the
opinion of "lawyers whose knowledge) of
international law la of national repute,"
it may bo well for him to read. In the
Xorth .imertntn Review for December,
a learned discussion of Helglau neutral-
ity by Monsieur de ljipradelle, a

nuthnrlty on International
law, a memlsT of tho Faculty of Iiw
of tho University of Paris, Secretary-Gener- al

to the French Society of Inter-
national and oftlcally a member of
the Committee on International Law In
the Departments of Justice nnd Foreign
Affairs of the French Government. Mr.
Puraiil will observe that In splto of his
distinguished reputation and Impressive
titles of authority Professor de U'lpra-dell- e

discusses through jMgos the sup-
posed violations by Germany of the
rules of the Hague convention, appar-
ently without the remotest perception
of the existence or lxar!ng of those ex-

empting nrticles which Tmk Srv has
icceiitly been trying to make clear. As
for Mr. Durant's chronological argu-
ment, he may pursue tbe subject. If such
is his pleasure. In Jo.nt debate with the
author of th- - particularly oxnspcratlng
communication which follows:

Time lllffereners IteeLoneil the Vtrmic
VtiiJ.

To Tlir Editor oy Tint Sri Sir.-
to Mr. F. ('. Durnnl'" letter pub-

lished In Tut! Sex of Novi-mb- 19, It
seems that this gentleman liases a large
part of his contention on the presumption
that 1 1 M. Washington time Is ap-
proximately V A. M Urussels time.

As a matter of fact, wlu-- It Is 1 :5rt
P. M. In Washington It It about 6:30
P M III

This again tends to show- whit
Ignorant people have the audac-

ity to voire an Lpinlon Ml so serene a sub-
ject as this unfortunate war and the
manifold ramllications connected there-
with XL Asm:.

New '"okk, November 3.
The Sipcclal Guarantee of llclglin

To tub Editor or Titu Scn sir: In
your paper of estird.iy .i statement Is
madn In a letter of Mr. George IL.Gude-lim- d

concerning the Hague convention
ii i nt the motives of Great DriLiln m

war on Germany over tho breach
of Helglan neiittallty which I and every
other person Informed of the true facts of
the case must brand as entirely erroneous
and as a would bo subtle attempt to bolsfr
up the i.iuse of Germany, which, Indeed, i

nreds bolstering up, but can never be Jus- -

Itlbvl. II Is puerile to attempt such Justin- -

cation tiv asserting that laigl.ind was well
informed regarding the .irtlelex of the
Hague conventions, that It is Inconceiv-
able that Sir Grey was not, then
"what must we think of tho altitude of
England, tiylng to maK tho people of the
United States believe that Germany vio-
lated llelglum's neutrality and that hu
entered the, war for the purpose of pro-
tecting llclgium's neutrality; which, by
the way, die had pot done, and wu are
forced to believe she must have known
she could not do."

It Is preposterous to advance such a
plea. llelglum's neutrality was guaran-
teed by th high contracting Powers of
which Great Hrltaln, Germany, Franco
and Itussia were lenders, on no less than
two oi'i.islona before the Hague conven-
tion of I'.iOT was ever thought of; was
guaranteed by two treaties, one In 1S31
and the other In H17 In IiIh In
the lloueft of Commons before tho ulti-
matum was served ou Germany Sir Ed-
ward Grey reviewed the history of Hel-
glan neutrality and never referred to the
Hague convention at all. That neutral-
ity was supposed to be grounded on a
higher piano than even The Hague It
Is therefore absurd to base an argument
ugalust tho participation of Great Hrlt-
aln lu the war ou the gtounds taken by
Mr Gtidebrod

Equally absurd is the st itemetit that
Tlrltn In 'has not protected Helglan neutral-It)- .

Hefoie )oti cm have a warrant out
for a man lor robbery you must have
proof that he, Is guilty of rabbet y. To
punish him he must ho rounded up, und
In the ease of Uelglum this Is lu process
of being done, and If It Is not done ut least
a heavy loll from Germany will be ex-

acted "Avenge, O lird, thy sliushtered
S.llll'S "

lu tins case in n time of peace Ger-
many ha I i spired acalust the, liberties
and freedom of the Itelglaiis, her armies
weie ready to ni.inli actoss their frontier.
It would be Impoi-sllil- for Hrltaln to pre-
vent their Inroads on her territory with-n-

having previously violated her
Therefoie, thn participation of

Hrltaln lu tho war Is fur purposes of pun-
ishment. Our whole civil society would
dissolve If we did not punish or attempt
to punish without fear of consequences to
ourselves a lawbreaker because we did not
or could not have time or forewarning
enough to prevent tits breach of tho law.
Germany Is the law bleaker among na-
tions.

Some other letter writers refer to China
mid Japan's alleged breach of her neu-
trality in that case It was to srlzn a
German owned railroad running through
Chinese territory that jHpim Intervenes,
a railroad thnt was being operated by
Germans for military purposes; and they
were thus the prior violators of Chines

neutrality. In the case of that republic
Integrity Is what the Powers guarantee,
not neutrality, I believe, for tn case of
danger to foreigners the Powers aro In
tho habit of landing "troops for their pro-

tection.
In conclusion I wish to commend Tub

Sun for Its able and fair minded editorial
articles. W, H. ttTaWABT.

Toao.NTO, November 28.

Mr. nilllam naynrit Hale on llx-Pre-

dent noose volt's outburst.
To tub Editor or Tub Sun Sir: An

of the United States publicly
advocated In a New York newspaper on
Sunday a course of national conduct so
dangerous that It wouia ne aimcuu tor
ono unacquainted with Mr. Hoosevelt's
Idiosyncrasies o refrain from describing
It as Insanity.

It Is of course not that, but only the
outgivings of a disappointed man, who
always, oven whlla In the most responsible
of offices, has been utterly Irresponsible
as to facL law. conseauence or deduction
and who Is smarting, as possibly no other
living being could amort, under the des-
tiny which has denied him, with his re-

markable theatrical talents, a position on
the stage at the most dramatic moment
of modern history.

Mr. ltoosevelt Is grieved, aa all his
countrymen are, at the "unlawful'' acts
which have marked the war! no enu-

merates the German Invasion of Belgium !

tho Japanese capture of Klao-cho- the
sinking of the Kaiser Wllhelm der Crosse
by the Drltlsh ship Highflyer In spanun
waters; the alleged sowing of mines In
the open sea, and tha like.

Mr. ltoosevelt would have us "take ac-

tion In all of these cases"! If wo had had
an Intelligent and resolute President and
Secretary of State, "they would have
taken action on July 29, 30 or 31, cer-

tainly not later thnn August 1." Such a
President und Secretary or Htate, nistcaa
of peaceably carrying on the Government
of the United States, would have "de-

voted all their energies to the terrible
problems of the day." They would not
have "observed a tlntd and spiritless neu
trality," but would have "lived up to our
obligations by taking action." If we had
had In the Presidential chair a man of
Intelligence and resolution like, let us say,
Theodore ltoosevelt, we should have "done
what we were solemnly bound to do."
The mutual recriminations hurled at one
another by England, Germany. France
and Uelglum, so avows the
"not only gave him President WllsonJ
warrant for action, but required him to
act."

Thus rashly and violently writes Mr.
ltoosevelt. Ignorant of the fact that the
Hague rules regarding neutrality, regard-
ing mines, regarding everything which
troubles Mr- - ltoosevelt and saddens us all,
have never been ratltled by Great Hrltaln,
nor by France nor by Uelglum, and that
by their own provision these articles are
binding only If ratlfled by all belligerents;
Ignorant likewise of the fait that the
United States. In ratifying certain of the
Hngue rules, added the express stipulation
that the action was not to bo taken as
Involving this Government In any way In
any obligation to enforce their observance
on other Powers; snatching up the vaguest
notions current among street corner Idlers
concerning the laws of war and the rights
and duties of nations : forgetful of the
grave results th.it would follow our In-

tervention . Indifferent to the welfare of
the hundred millions of our own kindred ;

neglectful of the true duties of neutrality;
and above all, sublimely superior to the
dllllculty of ascertaining the truth anil
Judging righteous Judgment amid the
whirlwind of rumor, charge and counter-
charge this man would have the United
SUtts Government stip Into the ring as
the referee of tha light, laying down the
rules and breaking heads all around to
enforce them.

Our truo course," lie exclaims, "should
tic to Judge each nation on its conduct,
unhesltatinglv antagonizing every nation
that doit) 111 ''

Has any more amazing speech ever
bun made by anybody out of nedlam"

It was not a ltoosevelt who, lu reply
to iIih plea : "Master, speak to my
bi other "hat he divide the. Inheritance
with me." answered. ".Man, who made
Me a Judge or a divider over you?" A
Jesus would not assume to decide be-

tween two men : .1 ltoosevelt would
blltbelv 't himself up to be a Judge over
300.000,(1110

Tha only comment that sober men can
make on such wild words s.s these of Mr.
Itooeelt's Is this: that If they had been
publlsh-- d flvw days earlier the coun'ry
would have gon to Its kneen with Its dis-
position to give thanks profoundly In-

creased by a sense of Its escape from the
Inconceivable calamity of having In the
White Hons at suoh an hour this Incar-
nation of rashness, violence and Irrespon-
sibility In room of the sagacious man who
t at tho head of the nation, walks
with recollected feet the Imperilled path
of peace. William Hatard Hale.

Nr.w Vosk, December 1.

The Interstate Commerce Commission
and the Impoverished llallroads.

To the Editor op Tits Sun Hir: The
reluctance of the Interstate Commerce
Commission to give the railroads of tho
country a chanco to earn a living will, If
this policy Is kept up, so Impoverish the
roads that eventually the Government can
buy them at bargain prices,

I would not go so far as to suggest
that this persecution of the railroads Is a
deliberate attempt to depress the value of
tbesH great properties m that they can be
bought cheap, but If this persecution
keeps up and the railroads are not per-

mitted to raise their rates to a paying
point there will be people ready to make
a charge of tills character. '

Everybody except the Interstate Com-

merce Commission knows what Is hap-

pening to the rallronds anil what ought to
1 dune. Meantime the commission con-

tinues complacently to Incubate on a
question already addled by age, R.

Ni:w Voitw, December I.

Homicide In Four Nations.
To the EniToii or Tub Sun Sir: Some

light upon the probability or improbability
of the Htock stories of German atrocities
told by sympathizers with the Allies Is
thrown by some statistics of homicides in
dllferent countries which t happened upon
in a reliable bool;

In the United States .there is one homi-
cide a year to every S.ono of population,
in Italy one to every 116,000 ; In Great
Hrltaln ono to every 110,000 and In Ger-
many one to every 100,000,

Po theeo figures Justify the circulation
by Anglo-Saxo- n Americans of charges of
hriitalltv against tho Germans?

Hv the wav. Professor Hall, an English
authority, says It would be more accurate
to call the English "Itnmans" than to
call them "Saxons."

Jonathan M. Mvp.ru t.
l'lrn.Aiuai'HiA, December 1

Philip I'rcneati.
To the EiuTun or Tur Sun Mir; in

Tun --St'N of yetMerday it Is stated that
I'h'.llp Froneau died In New York In 1S32.

In .in edition of i'reneau's poems pub-
lished In 1S05 a memoir by lSvart A.
DuycMnek Mates that Freneiiu died De-

cember 1, Is.'C, lu MonmotrUi county,
New Jersey, and Is burled at Mount Pleas-an- t,

N' J., w litre a monument to his
memory has been erected.

There Is a place called Freneau in Mon-
mouth count)'. Now Jersey

Austin Van Gibbon.
Nkw Yohk, December 1.

NatUe Talent.
Let the llrltUh lion row.

v don't isire;
Let the Herman eugla soar,

We don't scar.
Let the bear of Huesla rrewl,

We iMii't quake,
be' the Turkish erltter howl,

We don t rhake,

Stock i:rhsnga haa epenf floors,
Hull the rtayt

Pulls and bears and limta hy hn--II In, hooray!
MrLtsritiif Wrteetr,

G. O.P.WILL REVISE

N. Y. CONSTITUTION

Republicans Will Control the
Convention hy a Mnjnrlh

of (51.

SEXATOK TtOOT TO I'lll Mhr

Albany, Dec. I. The i st .

delegates who will compn-- r

tlon which Is to revise t -

atltutlon next spring show- -

publicans will control the
a vote of 116 to S2.

Tho fifteen delegates nt : ir. -
publicans. The other K,.t '

chosen by Senate districts, t i.e
district, and of the distr.. t ..

Democrats elected 52 nt I

cans 101.
The DcmocraLs carried ..

Third, Fifth, Seventh, N t,t .

Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteen t ;

Fifteenth, Sixteenth. Ninetee-
tleth. Twenty-firs- t. Twenty-e- e

hattan-Kron- x district),
(Illchmond-Itocklan- d district)
ninth (one of the Huffalo d st-

This means that the ItepuiJ t rithirty-fou- r Senate dlstrbts arc
crats seventeen, except tha' n ' Sj-

teenth Manhattan dlstrl-- XI e er,
Democrat, was elected alorg w : V
M. K. Oloott and M.i- -t

two Republicans. Not a slnjj'o 1 e ktej- -

slve delegate was elected.

Kenator Hoot tn Preside
It is generally conceded Senator IVwt

wtll bo Chosen to preside ovr t

which must meet on tv rst
TVekday of next April, Ever 'e s
will receive the same competi.-a-t aJmileage that Is paid to a men. -- r oi
Assembly, 11,500 and mileage at 1i
rate of 10 cents a mile betwee-- , rielr
homes and Albanyone round tr'.p ' ah.

The convention has the iwwer to aorjohit
suoh olllcers and employees as Is deemed
necessary and to tlx their rompet.saf.o.
It Is expected that the consUtutio:ial con
vention will meet tn the Avb."?
unamDer, ana yet tne indications a-- e 'atthe Legislature may not be ab t- eonv- -
plete Its work by the Ilrst wee v Aril,
In which event the AssembK ( x ber
would not b available for Uie na-
tional convention. Changes ,n Con
stitution will require a majors' v v -

This situation has been ! i in
Republican political tin ,es in ' .

believed if the Iyegtslature t v , n
plcted Its work by early April t 11

take n recess for a few days to pe t
constitutional convention lelec i es r
ganlsto In tho Assemble Chani- '- .

range the prellmlnatu-- s for !

revising the Constitution nnd ? k- -

recess until u dale after u :s " et
that tbe leglsl ,;ur will adjoui-
Then the constltutlnii.il
reconvene and con'lioie f, , '

the end of September

Lrtclslntors Who Are lleli-unte- s

A number of Uglsiaio. .u- - ,,.
gates to the constllu'loti.tl 'in
cluding Assembl) man Alf" ' I"

Majority Leader Harold .1 II i.in.'i
State Assembly and Snit-- i lie1
Wagner and .Linus A U"t

Among the district I.- is t . -

lam Hirnes. Imuel Elv (juigt:
elected from All'elllt7. I' '1 i I'

William N Dykm.in. .1 hi H "
Do Eanoey Nicoll, Fi-.-

, r,n '
Thomas F Smith, seeretaiv '

Hall: Willnm F. Mioelian. 1
Mulry, Senator .ntm,,iy J
Senator Geotge A. H'.inv '

Austin, w ho was om of i ; ,

Hugherfi contldentlal in
H. Smith, Charles II He"- - w
so many epistolary tights wp

veil, and United Sti'.es
James W Wnilsworth.

Phi list of del.gites tn H"
follows:

Delegates at t.nrice.

William Herri. IlwV'n lMi ". "

Tlrnrtcett Sari'ora: Jneob H- - ' "

lyn, Alphonsn T flearw.i-ei- . N

W. Oulllnan. i'sw.-r-

Votk rlty. L.eiis Mar-m- i' '
.lobn lord O'tlrlan. Huffa'' IP"
enn. New York rlty. Atflfh 1 I' "

nnhMl.r Kllhtl lt,,ot. N'ew Y rk
i.ould hurman, I'huvt. H'urv 1 -
New York oiv: ueorce i "
Cidarhurat; Charles II. Y ung, N' -

Hy senate
Dlstrlrt Iloberl S PI. I, '" a- -

Us A. Colee, William M M'
Secomt Distrlet Philip ' 1

riran, John W. Weed
Third Hlstriot Arnirew .i.-- s -

A. Webber. Moses .1 Wifir
Fourth punnet i .i 1 ,

n Weber. Isldor Tllist'iuni
Fifth Distri'-- t ,ianie u i'.n, i. -

J llyrne. MU-hn- Hiiv
Sixth Dtstrii i ii.im i. i. --

Stelnbrlnk. WLMmn P 11 in, - '

Seventh P'steli I - Mien ii ," ' '

P. Want. Wll'lim N lk-ia-
Ulghth Dlsirlc- - vv .in It llije. .

K. Lateon. IMptr M leniKb'v
Nlnth nistrie- e . i.ppr

Mann. ILim Heiii:iii.
Tenth pl-tr- t Isaac sarr-n- t. v.

Mathewson. .loi-ep- Llnde
llleienth DlslrUt -.- lobn I' Ah-.i- ". s. '

i: Smith. Abraham Hur.nv".- -

Twelfth lltrlct John .1 wvi ' -
12. Oxford, llarrv W Newhii-e-- -

Thlrteenth Ittrlei--MI,-- l, i
tnoii.i, John H. A - 1

'in.
I'oiirtenth IHstrlrl .Lm -- s s '

lmrey Nlcotl Hlrain l K.'W
Fifteenth lUstrlet Tbu

William F Sh.ehan. Th"" M v

Slxttenth liWHit- -II .1 - -
John T lx!ing, John il -

Seente,ti-- !llrle rn-i--

ner (our'l.iridt Men!. II,, I " '.
Eighteenth District- - Murk 1.

M. K Oleott. Martin S.iv
Nineteenth District Mi.irw I

J Sidney HeniHteln. At-'- ' '
Tvientli-t- h DUtrlet T 1" '

Nathan Hurkan, Mark VV

Twen'v-llre- i DUrbi--- !'
Jam,-- s li,nnlly. Vl! uiu V

T en'l Dlwtrte-
Ioti!. .1 II i fl ii. n'l,onv I

TellN thlrij DIht,, ' i ,,

veil tleorge A Leifti . k

Klcliarrin.
Tnenti fourth lu-ir- '

low, Tr ink 1, Young;, 11,''
Twentv-ll- f' h Dlsir e' t

Hnsell Wlrulns. Joseph I.
Tweptv olxlh DUtl lKI NileClayton ID.Lr. I'

neienlh Dt-'- ri - --

Sharpe. John Van, I, t'w II
Twenty eichth Di-i- i

Harold J HiiiinaTi. r.'lHara '

Twenlv-nliil- ,t - v

Victor M A '.en. Audi- - 1' v

Thirtieth Dlslrli-- t l(..'i, '
Uln S llrttr.iii'l, r, ikU I

ThtrtJ llrl District i In II
Seward II Van N W Hu

Tlllrlv-s- ,'nlnl Dlslrlel ,

1'erri li VV I'bur1' s "
Thlrtv-tblr- Dlstrb t: tw

Harry II linen. I'allU k .1 '

Tl'lrt) fourth Dblrli - Pern
Itoherl S VV .iterni.in. I.e, i l

Thlriy-llftl- i Dlstrl, t - I'
Merrick Slowell. Lewis II I

Thlrvv.siMh Ditrn i vv r t
Louis M Martin, S.unu. II I,

Thlrtv seventb Dls il. t

Albert 1". niiddlng, I'i k I. '
Thlrtv-eU-ht- Dln i -

II SiiiIUi, I) Itavin.'ii.i i

Thlrtv ninth lnmi, - '

Israel T Devu, sauuiel II
Porlli th Distric- t- r 'seph H. i:l!lel(in, I'ri"
Pony-flr- Dlatriet .1 '1 u t

ben (;, Mftnilivllle, lliuiiei "
Porty-aeoom- l Dlstrl, i t

John II, Johnson. Chirlrs II '' '

Forty-thir- d Dlstriet - l

James W VVuiUwortli. M - e '
Fortv-fourt- h Dlslrel - .1 'i

Trank fi. Wood, I'Uren e II
1'nrtv flftli lllslrli" tl I,

Jones, Andrew T I e I.
Forty-sixt- h 1 tt r i

Htehiird II I'nrrin It "
l'orty-se- i enth Di-'- i

chot. .Tames p in .,

Krt.--eli-bi- in. i'
Lorov A I. lie n'n ' i ,

Forty. ninth Dls'ri
V. O'Connor. Ii.ui,

Fiftieth HUM il I

Harry D Panders Jam
Fifty-rirs- t District- - He

Charles M, Vow J in- -


